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MURDER 
CHARGE 


Further evidence was given of 
strained relations between Timothy 
Flvnn (59), farmer, Kilbonane, Beau- 
fort, and his wife, Hannah Flynn 
(53), whom he was charged with 
having murdered on November 16, 
at Tralee yesterday. 

Kathleen Flynn, daughter of the 


gcused inan, mentioned that her 


(other used to ask her mother for | 


ome of the money left her by his 
mother’s brother. Witness also told 
how her father wanted to get the 
tev of her mother’s room, and later 
‘eiurned With a hatchet. After miss- 
‘ng some keys, her mother kept her 
private papers and a deposit receipt 
for £11.000 in the wardrobe in her 
own room. — , 

In May of this year her mother 
challenged her father about Chrissie 
(Connor, of Coolrue, a niece of her 
sather. lve following day witness 
her mother went to Chrissie 

home, and her mother 
to Ms, O'Connor. 


Since then 
Chrissie () Connor had not come into 
their (Fivnn’s) house. 

Mane Fivnn (15) said that on 
November 16, when she came home 
from s ool, she thought there was 
“ig og wrong. Her father was 
-onfused and not normal. He went 
out to the well, and she heard him 
caving: “Oh! She's there. Oh! 
She's there.’ He sent for a neigh- 
; 


Jie hearing was adjourned until 
to-day, 


Order Liquidates 
Train Pests _ 


As passenger trains were loading 
ai the cmef G.S. Railway stations 
yesterday porters and _ inspectors 
iquidated one type . of 
troublesome passenger. The type 
was the one who climbs into a com- 
partment with two or three suit- 
ae ices one precariously on a 
rack where it does a Sword of 
Damo les act, usually over another 
passenger S head; places another 
case elf under the seat opposite 
hinmehalf.in the way of his vis-a-vis's 
‘cet, and a possible third outside 
the compartment, 


where every 

corridor - walker will stumble over it. 
Yesterday, however, in compliance 
vith a new order, all passengers 
with heavy suitcases were directed 
to Jabel them and have them put 
the luggage van. All protests 
from the more tenacious travellers 
were politely, but firmly, turned 


0: wn 


Dissatisfied L. G. | 


Of ficials 


That there is acute dissatisfaction 
among Local Government. officials, 
who are still left in a position of 
uncertainty as to how they will fare 
under the recent decision to grant 
increases of pay to certain séctions 
of public servants, is stated by Mr. 
A. Heron, general secretary, Irish 
local Government Officials’ Union. 
In the case of teachers, Gardai and 
C Servants, Mr. Heron states, 
the increases will operate automati- 


ally, but the local authorities will 
have.to put proposals before the 
Minister .for cok diepeceanent and 
Public Health before anything is 


done for their staffs. 

Tlis morning the City Manager 
will receive a deputation from the 
Union to discuss the matter as it 
afiects officials of the Dublin Cor- 
poration. 


= _ 
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A young patient looks fo 


British ‘planes and 
continue to harass the Axis 
Mediterranean supply routes, 
especially off the Tunisian coast. 

An Admiralty communiqué issued 
last night stated :— 


' British submarines and light 
naval forces have struck further 
blows at enemy shipping which 


attempted to supply provisions and 
reinforce their armies in Northerr 
Africa. : 

“In the Tunis-Bizerta area a sub- 
marine attacked and torpedoed two 
south-bound supply vessels. One 
ship was seen to sink, and it is 
considered probable that the second 
ship also sank. 

“Off Cagliari, Sardinia, another 
submarine sighted and attacked an 
escorted convoy. Two torpedo hits 
were scored on one, escorting de- 
stroyer. Two supply ships were 
also hit with two torpedoes each. 
It was not possible to observe the 
final results of these attacks. 

‘ While patrolling close to the 
enemy-occupied zone of Tunisia 
light naval forces, with air co- 
operation, intercepted a small 
enemy supply vessel. 

‘The ship was proceeding towards 
Tripolitania, but in .the...ensuing 
action she ran into the Gulf of 
Gabes, where she was sunk off Cape 
Tourgueness.’’—(Press Association.) 


Big Cargo ‘Planes 


WASHINGTON, Wednesday.—A 
New Orleans shipbuilder, has been 
awarded a 5,000,000 dollar contract 
to build big cargo ‘planes for the 
U.S. army air force. The contract 
has been approved by the Under- 
Secretary of War, Mr. Robert 
Patterson, .but the terms have not 
been disclosed. Details of the 
‘planes are a military secret, bat 
the War Department stated to-day 
that they will be built largely of 


non-strategic material.—(Reuter.) 
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“ You've called here a few times before 

With the same age-old presents galore 
Next Christmas, old thing, 

An @P€AREST please bring | 

The old mattress | have makes me sore.” 
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OPtanEsT Mattrene 


to 


_ CAVENDISH 


are supplied on deferred payments 
one or two years at 


FURNITURE 


rward to Christmas i 
Hospital. 


Big War Stores 
Reach Malta 


[_ ARGE reinforcements of war material and supplies have 
been landed at Malta without major interference from 
the Axis, stated a British Admiralty communiqué last night. 
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During the operations a U-boat. was destroyed. 


Nurses Sing 
To Patients 


URKEY and plum _ pudding 
ús will be served this year to 
patients in most Dublin 
where every effort has 
to produce a “ non- 
emergency’’ festive atmosphere. 
In the Royal City of Dublin 
Hospital, Baggot street, every child 
will receive a toy, owing to the 
generosity ?9Í the public, who have 
respon‘icd so well to the recent 
appeal, and besides the usual Christ- 
mas tree for the poor children of 
the outpatients’ department, there 
will be an entertainment for the 
patients given by the St. Vincent de 
Paul Vintation Committee, and also 
a musical programme by Phil 
Murtagh’s Band, with a dancing dis- 
play by the pupils of Miss Rutb 
Harknexs. 

The nursing staff of Sir Patrick 
Dun’s will go round the wards. to- 
night and sing carols, : 

Christmas Day in the Adelaide 
Hospital will be marked by one 
ward on each floor being turned 
into a ‘‘cafe,”” where nurses and 
patients can entertain their friends 
to tea, and in the evening, the 
nutsing staff will give a concert. 
Outside artists, among them being 
Mr. Robert McCullough, will take 
part in the patients’ cuncert, and a 
Christmas tree and a cinematograph 
show will be provided for all the 
children attending the outpatients’ 
department for the last year. 

Santa Claus has already visited 
the little patients of the National 
Children’s Hospital, Harcourt street, 
when members of the Rotary Club 
visited them yesterday and distri- 
buted giits, 


hospitals, 
been made 


Tramps May 
Have Turkey 
and Ham 


By aN IRISH Times Reporter. 


The enjoyment of Christmas pre- 
supposes the possession of, occupa- 
tion of, or entry into a house of 
some kind. The roof and the board 
seem prerequisites, but what about 
the tramp? 
No Christmas? 

It depends on 
the individual. 


whatever of it he can get, and to 
have men around him that are, even 


temporarily, fat, there are places to 
The St. Vincent 


which he can go. 
de Paui Society provides food and 
entertainment. At the Night 


Shelter in Back Lane a concert will 


he followed by meat supper. And 
in the Mansion House a Christmas 
dinner will be served earlier in the 
day. Other charitable 


ones, 

What about the ones who are 
homeless and at the same time care- 
less about the conviviality, who are 
sufficiently individualistic to spend 
Christmas alone on the roads? They 
are not many, but I met one yester- 
day. He was blasé about the 
‘festive season.” 
he was sitting on a picture-house 
steps in the early morning, polishing 
a boot with a sock. As he put the 
sock back on, and the boot over it, 
he told me that Christmas was much 
the same as other times to him. If 
the weather was not too bad he 
would be moving, trusting to the 
festive feeling in the hearts of others 
to give him a taste of the traditional 
fare, Turkey and even ham may 
thus come his way. 

He told me of one Christmas Eve 
when a man stopped him and gave 
him haif-a-crown, What did he do 
with it? He got on the next long- 
distance ‘bus and travelled as far 
South as his half-crown would carry 
him. He was better known farther 
South. 


New Search for the 


Raccoon 


The theory of Mr. Cedric L. 
Flood, Zoological Gardens Super- 
intendent, that his a raccoon 
has reverted to its normal habit of 
sae, Wy ah, 
an in s. 

t. be confirmed by several pA 
boys, who claim to have 

at Cabra Gate for a 8 
around 9 o’clock last night. 

Mr. Flood’s men 
this particular portion of the 
to-day. ' 


The raccoon escaped on I 


BERNE, Wednesday.—The Swiss. 
Minister in London has been instrue- 


ted to protest vigorously against the 
violation of Swiss» air space 
'planes flying along: the 


(Reuter.) 


DUBLIN, THURSDAY, DECEMB 


Russians - 


No roof, no board !— 
the mentality of 


If he is sentimental 
about conviviality, wants to enjoy 


institutions 
do similar things for the homeless 


When I met him 


day and querer é about | 
appear 


it | 
hort time | 


; Capture 
16,400 Prisoners 
And Many Towns 


A SPECIAL announcement from Moscow last night 
claimed that yesterday the Russian Army in the 
Middle Don area advanced from 12 to 18 miles; 
stormed several dozen inhabited localities, including a 
number of towns; took 16,400 prisoners, bringing 
total since December 16 to 36,600, and «captured 


enormous quantities of booty. 


Reuter states that powerful Russian forces are threaten- 
ing the railway junction of Millerovo and that substantial 
German forces are surrounded in a township on the 
Middle Don Steppes, but that south-west of Stalingrad the 
Russian position is difficult. 


LONDON, Wednesday.—A special 
Soviet announcement issu “in 
Moscow to-night runs:—‘ During 
December 23 our troops in the area 
of the Middle Don continued to 
develop successfully their offensive in 
the same direction as before, and 
advanced from 12 to 18 miles. Alto- : 
gether during the seven days our yesterday at distances 
troops have advanced from 75 to 100] an ing from 15 to 42 miles 
miles. Our troops have occupied N of Holyhead 


several dozen inhabited barge rene Ber 
cluding the large inhabited localityes | na I IIIIIIIIIIHNNIIIININIIIINIIIIIIIININIHIHHTHHH 
by special destruction squads. The 


of Kobychino, Baranikovoka, Nevo- 
selovka, Olkhovy, Rog, Bolshinskaya, 

Russian grip on the entire area lying 
west of Chir as far as the Voronezh- 


Surinsky, and the district centres of 
Voloshino, Pervomayskaya. 
“ By the end of December 23 the | Rostov railway is being strengthened 
number of prisoners taken by our] every hour, and Soviet forces are 
within two days’ striking distance 
from the line which links Btalingrad 


troops had increased by 16,400. 
Altogether from December 16 to 

with the Don basin industrial and 
coal centre. 


December 23 our troops took 36,600 
GERMAN PRESSURE 


prisoners. During the same period 
“The position is still difficult 


our troops captured 143 tanks, 1,805 
south-west of Stalingrad. The Soviet 


guns, 2,849 machine-guns, 2,f 
automatics, 48,599 rifles, 7,414 lorries 
Command appears to have the situa- 
tion in hand, but German pressure 


1,151 motor cycles and 5,800 horses. 
has been increasing in strength in 


Our troops have destroyed durin 

the same period 85 ‘planes, 1 

tanks, 235 guns, over 1,000 lorries, 

and over 900 waggons with war 

material. During December 22nd | the past four days. The main brunt 

the enemy left about 8,000 dead | of the German attack is concentrated 

officers and men on the field of | around the North Caucasus Railway 

action.’’— (Reuter. ) and Kalach, but fierce battles are also 
raging for widely separated villages 
near the Volga area and the Kalmuck 
steppes below Stalingrad. 

“Inside Stalingrad the Russians 
continue to re-conquer their city step 
by step. After twenty-nine hours of 
fighting one six-storeyed house has 
been retaken, together with seventy- 
five prisoners—all that were left of 
the original 300 inside the building. 

“ Moscow Radio reported to-night 
that fighting was in progress on the 
Central front in a centre of resistance 
which the Germans had been defend- 
ing for several days. Soviet assault 
groups, in fierce street fighting, dis- 
lodged the enemy from blockhouses 
and fortified buildings. The Germans 
launched a number of counter-attacks 
in the Velkie-Luki area, rr 
Germaps have dug about 30 tanks | a large infantry force supported by 
into the ground to serve as pillboxes, fifty tanks. All these counter- 
but these are being «systematically |-attacks were repulsed, with heavy 
blown up either by Soviet guns or | enemy fosses.’"—(The A.P.). 


Burma Raids: Bombs 


on Rangoon 


HE R.A.F. and the U.S. Air Force are intensifying their 
bomber offensive against Burma, American heavy 
bombers have been over Renae: 


A joint war communiqué issued ; — 
to-day said that Rangoon was bombed 
vesterday. “AA steamer at Akyab BONUSES TO 
i 
£300,000 


5 
was damaged by bombs and machine- 
Bonus awards, involving an ex- 


gun fire. In a low level attack enemy 
motor transport in the Myittha 
Valley was machine-gunned and 
penditure of more than £300,000 a 
year, have been made to workers 
since Emergency Powers (No. 166) 


bombs were dropped on Gangaw. 
Akyab was again bombed last night. 

Order, 1942. came into operation on 
April 8 last. 


From these and other operations 
This Order permits workers to 


none of our aircraft is missing.” 
make a bonus application toa Wages 


MINES WARNING 


Masters and others in 
charge of ships are warne 
that 5 mines were observed 


NEAR MILLEROVO 
MOSCOW, Wednesday.—Reuter’s 


Correspondent here says that power- 
ful Tinsian tank and _ infantry 
columu# are threatening the railway 
junction of Millerovo and have 
reached Morozovka, 40 miles north- 
west of the town, Soviet tanks are 
now fanning out in the open spaces 
west of the Chir River, and several 
large cclamns are driving wedges 
into the German positions to the 
south and south-west. 

“Two German battalions of about 
2,400 men are surrounded in a large 
townghip on the middle Don steppes. 
Heavy fighting has been going on 
here for the last 24 hours, The 


“ib 


A communiqué issued by the U.S. | 
Air Force states that on December 
20 two formations of American® 
heavy bcembers were over Rangoon 
during daylight hours. ‘‘ In the first 
raid the enemy’s most important 
rear line airfield at Mingaldon was 


heavily and successfully bombed. i | , 
Many large calibre bombs were Tribunal, consisting of workers’ and 
* 5 . R : 

placed on the airfield and direct hits | ™Ployers’ representatives and an 
scored on runways and hangars independent chairman. In some 


cases, however, application is made 
direct to the Minister for Industry 
and Commerce. 

A very considerable number of 
applications made by the Transport 
Workers’ Union on behalf of large 
groups of workers will swell the 
total to more than _half-a-million 
pounds. 

The following further bonus 
awards are announced :—Dockers 
employed at Dublin port by mem- 
bers of the Cross-Channel Shipping 
Association, ls. 6d. per day, as 
from December 20th; employés of 
the Cork Yeast Co., Ltd., 5s. from 
yesterday began their journeys by A bo olay a oe a 
going fifteen or twenty miles in the bots Em 


opposite direction. Thus the queues om 


on the Dublin quays yesterday wait- 
Burglars Are Busy 


ing for ‘buses to such places as 

Wexford, Cork, or Galway contained 

not a few people living at such | Larders near the back-doors of 

intermediate points ag Bray, Naas, | suburban houses are proving easy 

or Maynooth, who had began their | prey to light-fingered persons this 

travelling by going into Dublin. - week From one Glasnevin house 
The reason, of course, was that | the Christmas turkey, joint, bacon 

they were afraid at these inter- | and a reserve stock of 6 or 8 Ib. of 

mediate points of seeing "buses go | butter have disappeared. 

past with the “‘’bus íull ” sign dis- The moral is to move the food to 


Shortly afterwards an even larger 
force attacked points in Rangoon 
city. Many large bombs were seen 
to fall in the target area. As the 
bombers left, the area fires were 
observed in the railway yards and 
among the docks.’’—(Reuter. ) 


They Came East 
To Go West 


Many long-distance "bus travellers 


Em. _ This phenomenon has been | the house, or put the dog’s kennel, 
nown in Dublin for some time, so | complete with dog, beside the 
far as city transport services are | Jarder. | 


concerned, but has only recently 
spread to the long-distance runs. “- 


' Mr. B d B h i 
Wicklow Wife the ‘Oe on vin + gy so eg 
Murder Alleged 


yesterday gave about £250,000 to 
On a charge of having murdered 


fifteen relief societies.—(Reuter.) 
his wife, Mary, on 10th December, 


John Curran (48), farm labourer a PLEASE BUY 
Gallows Hill, Athy, was -remand 
MY CELERY ” 


to Wicklow District Court, at Bal- 
tinglass, yesterday. 


interior of the Axis covering forces 
to test their strength and find what 
proportion of Marshal Rommel’s de- 


Misurata, 120 miles from Tripoli. 


—if anywhere—the Germans will 
elect to make their stand, 
deep wadis—El Kebir, Zemzem and 
Sofejjin—running roughly at right 
angles to the coast, could provide 
good defence lines. 


el Kebir, east of Buerat, will be 


_cannol be stopped. 


yea r. 


defects were 45 per cent, dental, 19 


18 per cent. defective vision, On 
the average 34,622 
meals in school, while the free milk 
scheme cost £90,000 


the previous year at 66 per 1,000 
births. Waterford County Borough, 
Dun Laoghaire and Galway Borough 
were the highest, 


year were £136,190. 
ing to £574,372 were made out of 
the Hospitals’ Trust Fund, including 
£165,058. in 
deficits, 


County Meath. A thatched cottage, 
occupied by a caretaker at Mr. Frank 
Rogers’s stable, The Paddocks, Rat- 
oath, caught fire ri 
| ná called when the flames threa 
will: 
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3 

Má 
ee 
“- 


w 
b 
> 
s il 
ay 
wy 


a 


. were taken out of during the 
quarters later in the afternoon. 


stated : 


Bomber Command, escorted by 
ere, bombed the docks at St. 

. Other 6 carried vut 
s and Nor- 


= over Brittany 
y: 


700,000 Problems for Our Busmen 


and to tender exact fares. 
ensure that 
necedear 


ORE than 708,000 peopie—a 
than on any other day of the year—will be 
carried by ‘bus in Dublin and suburbs to-day. 
This is the task facing the Dublin Transport 
Company, handicapped by a 25 per cent. reduction 
in services since fast April te save “'ear of tyres. 


orderly 
well forward in the ‘buses if standing is necessary, 
Parents are asked to 
children do not occupy seats un- 


greater number 


‘Bus and Tram services will operate to-day on the 
“ Saturday” schedule, and on St. Stephen's Day 
they will run as on Sundays 
be no special ‘buses for the Churches. 


DUBLIN TRANSPORT FACES 
GREAT TASK TO-DAY 


“ Principal factor in upsetting time-tables is the 
avoidable delay caused by inconsiderate people,” 
Public Relations Officer, Mr. L. A. Luke, stated 
last night. “Dublin Transport conductors and 
drivers will do their best for the public to-day, and 
we ask every passenger to show goodwill and heip- 


, except that there will 


BRITISH PA 
NEAR BUERAT 


Still in Contact 


BRITISH nan 


ported last night to be nearing Buerat el 


west of Sirte, although there 


ushing through Tripolitania were re- 


Sun, 50 mites 


has been no ofhcial news of 


the advance since the fighting south-west of Nofiia last 


week, 


What is certain is that Marshal Rommel’s retreat is 
still going on—with British forward troops constantly in 
contact and attacking the Axis rear whenever their westerly 
movement shows any signs of slackening. 


DEFENCE LINES 


Patrols often work deep into the 


pleted forces are covering the 
retreat. Parts of Rommel’s army 
are reported to be already west of 


There is still no indication where 


Three 


It seems unlikely that the Wadi 


Marshal Rommel’s choice. Wadi 
Zemzem runs into the salt marshes 
25 miles west of Buerat, and Wadi 
Sofejjin is thirty miles further on 
still, 30 miles from Misurata. 

General Montgomery is risking no 
thinning out of his troops. His 
material is moving rhythmically for- 
ward, by land and air, prepared for 
any stand Marshal Rommel may 
make. 

With the fall weight of the Eighth 
Army ready to be thrown in behind 
the Allied armoured columns, 
nothing has been left to chance. 
Shotld the retreat continue at its 
resent pace, it is thought unlikely 
hat any Axis resistance will be met 
until broken ‘country is reached, 
about four days’ trek to the west of 
Sirte—approximately the line of the 
Wadi Zemzem. 

It is beginning to look as if 
Marshal Rommel's instructions are 
to get back to Tripoli—and thence 
to Tunis—at all costs while he can 
still get there. If the road is cut at 
Sfax or Gabes he will have to turn 
and fight in one direction or the 
other, or both at once. 

There is a feeling in Cairo that 
this time the Eighth Army’s advance 


AXIS REPORT 


The German News Agency said 
last night:—‘‘ The Eighth Army 
again yesterday tested with only 
weak forces the lines of the German- 
Italian tank army in the area of Sirte 
without, however, forcing engage- 
ments. It is obvious that the large- 
scale mining of the desert area is 
still presenting considerable diffi- 
culties to Montgomery's forces. 

** Proof of this is the fact that the 
British have brought up numerous 
engineer units. The Air Forces of 
both opposing armies yesterday 
limited themselves to reconnaissance 
flights by a few ‘planes only.” 


Eire’s Health 
Report for 
1940-’41 


Issued last night, the report of 
the Local Government and Public 
Healtl, Department records its 
activities during the year 1940-’41. 
Legislation included the County 
Management Act, which was brought 
into operation in August; an 
an Unemployment Act, which gave 
local authorities wider powers for 
carrying git public works; and a 
new Fire Brigade Act. Infectious 
diseases, with the exception of acute 
primary and influenzal pneumonia, 
declined. There were 25 fewer 
deaths from typhoid apd 67 less 
from diphtheria, There were; 13 
notifications of typhus during ‘the 
Deaths from tuberculosis 
increased from 3,304 to 3,685. 

School medical inspectors examined 
126,341 children and found the chief 


per cent. tonsils and adenoids, and 


children got 


Infant mortality remained as in 


takes in the 
rants amount- 


Receipts from swee 


respect of hospital 


Brigade’s 20-Mile 
Dash 


A section of the Dublin Fire Bri- 
ade made a twenty-mile run yester- 
y afternoon to a fire at Ratoath, 


and the brigade 


The firemen kept the fire to the 
, which was badly damaged, 
3 stables were saved. Horses 


to their 


-—p 


Ministry last night 


The Air | 
This afternoon Bostons . oí 


Supply Ships 
Fired 


I) UMING Tuesday night air- 
craft of Fighter Command 
made widespread attacks on enemy 
railway targets in France and the 
Low Countries. Many locomotives 
were damaged,”’ said a British Air 
communiqué yesterday. 
‘‘Hampdens and Hudsons of 


Coastal Command attacked an enemy 
convoy off the Dutch Islands. 
medium-sized supply ships were hit 
and set on fire. 
Coastal Command is missing.” 


Two 
One aircraft of 
“Two German supply ships, sail- 


ing off the Dutch coast early to-day 
(Wednesday) were set on fire when 


attacked in bright moonlight by air- 


craft of Coastal Command,’’ states 
the British Air Ministry News Service. 
‘‘A squadron opened the attack on the 
convoy. Their Hudsons were met 
by a heavy barrage of anti-aircraft, 
and one of the first to go in was 
hit by a burst of flax. An oil tank 
was pierced and the engine set on 
fire, but the pilot carried on and 
made his attack. One of the bombs 
fell on the after-part of a medium- 
sized ship. The flames on this 
ship died down suddenly, to be fol- 
lowed by a dense cloud of smoke. It 
- ra so" AE gt ie ion by 9 
ship sinking. ' of grey smoke 
rose from another vessel after it had 
been hit.” 


NO IMPRINT ON 
CIRCULAR 


At the Dublin District Court 
yesterday John Joseph Byrne. a 
printer, of Pearse street, was fined 

for having printed a circular, 
superscribed “Irish Christian 
Rights’ Protection Association.” 
without his name and address, con- 
trary to Section 14 of the Offences 
Against the State Act. 1939. Dis- 
trict Justice Lennon asked if a cir- 
cular was run off in a duplicator 
would it be necessary that it should 
bear the name of the printer 

Mr. D. Ua Donnchadha, Chief 
State Solicitor’s Office, prosecuting, 
thought that it would. 

District Justice Lennon—‘ There 
is plenty of scope, then, for energetic 


detectives.’’ 


The defending solicitor, Mr. W. B. 
Walshe, said that he could provide 


scope for them himself. 


Miss Annie McAsey, of 9 Long- 


ford terrace, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, 


who died 


on 6th May last, left 
£11,306. 
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Pressure 
Grows in 
Tunisia 


(2 Allied pressure on 
all sectors of the Tunisian 
front is reflected in last night’s 
communiqué from Allied Head- 
quarters in North Africa. 

In terms reminiscent of the atmo- 
sphere prevailing at El Alamein be- 
fore the 8th Army began its west- 
ward sweep it reported “ vigorous ”’ 
patrol activity on both sides, with 
the Axis shelling some of the First 
Army's positions north and south 
of Medjez el Bab. 

In the north of the French sec- 
tor—presumably in the area of Pont 
du Fahs, about 40 miles south of 


eee Oat 
The “' Irish Times will 


not be published to-morrow 
Christmas Day), or on 
t. Stephen s Day. 


Tunis—their forces have driven 
back an Axis detachiaent, taking 
prisoners and equipment, and fur- 
ther south—probably in the region 
of Kairouan. another 40 miles from 
the capital—Frewch forces are in 
close contact with the Axis. 

The patrol activity before the 
German positions guarding Bizerta 
and Tunis in the vital Tunisian 
“‘corner’’ is apparently on its 
sharpest scale since the Axis. aban- 
doned their jabs at the Medjez 
positions over a week ago. 


NEW BATTLE 


Axis sources also suggest the im- 
minence of a new battle. Paris 


radio, for example, reports fiying- 
; - 


reports indicated that 
Allied patrols, sometimes resulting 
*n skirmishes along the roads to 
Tebourba and Mateur, have been 
penetrating to ‘a substantial 
depth.’’ 


Ardee Hospital 
Inquiry 


It is learned that three officials 
of Ardee Mental Hospital have been 
dismissed as a result of the sworn 
inquiry held there by an L.G.D. 
inspector on 21st July last. On 
Monday last Mr. D. Murphy, Co. 
Manager, told Louth Co. Council 
that he had been informed by ’phone 
that a communication regarding the 
matter would be received by him 
next day. On Tuesday the officials 
concerned were notified of the De- 
partment’s decision. 


“Sabotage Party 
Wiped Out” 


A German communiqué issued 
yesterday stated :— 

“A British sabotage party was 
wiped out at Bordeaux on Decem- 
ber 17 before carrying out its 
task.” 
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THE IRISH ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 
was promoted pursuant to the Insurance (Amendment) 
Ad, 1938, under conditions of operation and safeguards 
for Policyholders determined by the Insurance Act, 
1936. The Company was formed by the amalgamation 
of the business and personnel of nine of the i 

Irish and English Assurance Offices and links up with 
the traditions of Offices whose insurance experience ih 
Ireland goes back over half a century. 
is wholly national in its control, is under experienced 
management, and the service and securi 
Policyholders is absolute. 


The Irish Assurance Company transacts all forms of 
Ordinary Life Assurance and Industrial Assurance and 
issues Policies payable by Single, Annual, Half-yearly, 
Quarterly, Monthly and Weekly Premiums. 


For particulars apply to our Representatives in every 
district or direct to :— 


The Company 
for its 


LIMITED 


Chief Office: Hammam mm Buildings, ings, Upper O'Connell Stren, Dublin C& 
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